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In addition to the panel members below, Touch Briefings would like to thank
Da v i d  Ma r s h , President, International Society of Fracture Repair

P i e r o  P i c c i , President, European Musculoskeletal Oncology Society
Henk  S t am , President, European Federation of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation

Ne i l  P  T h oma s , Past President, European Society of Sports Traumatology Knee Surgery and Arthroscopy

Gerard Bollini is immediate Past President of
the European Paediatric Orthopaedic
Society. He currently serves as Head of

Department of Paediatric Orthopaedics at La Timone Children’s
Hospital, Marseille. He is also Dean of the Physiotherapist School in

Marseille. Professor Bollini graduated from medical school in Paris in
1980, and became a full professor in 1988. He is a member of the
French national council of universities, and of the medical council of
Marseille’s University. Professor Bollini is the First Vice President of
the French Paediatric Orthopaedic Society. ■

Ge r a r d  B o l l i n i
Past President, European Paediatric Orthopaedic Society

Tore K Kvien is President of the European
League Against Rheumatism. He has also
served as Head of the Department of

Rheumatology at Diakonhjemmet Hospital, Oslo, since 1994, and as
Professor of Rheumatology at the University of Oslo since 1996. His

current major research activities include epidemiological and health
service research with focus on frequently occurring diseases including
rheumatoid arthritis, osteoarthritis and ankylosing spondylitis.
Professor Kvien has contributed to over 170 original research
publications in international peer-reviewed journals. ■

T o r e  K  K v i e n
President, European League Against Rheumatism 

Lars Lidgren is Chairman of the
International Steering Committee, Bone
and Joint Decade. He is currently

University Chair of Orthopaedics and Head of the Department of
Orthopaedics at the University of Lund, Sweden. In 1998

Professor Lidgren initiated a Bone and Joint Decade Consensus
Meeting in Lund, which led to Bone and Joint Decade
2000–2010. An undergraduate major in statistics, he went on to
medical school at Lund and graduated in 1971. Professor Lidgren
is the Chairman for the Swedish National Knee Register ■

L a r s  L i d g r e n
Chairman, International Steering Committee, Bone and Joint Decade

Konstantinos N Malizos is Professor and
Chairman of Orthopaedics at the School
of Health Sciences at the University of

Thessaly, Larissa, Greece. He is also the Director of the Institute
of Biomedical Research & Technology and President of the

European Bone and Joint Infection Society. Professor Malizos is
a member of 12 scientific societies, and the author of more than
100 publications in peer-reviewed journals, 22 book chapters
and two books as editor-author. He has received nine
international awards and prizes. ■

Kon s t a n t i n o s  M a l i z o s
President, European Bone and Joint Infection Society

Michael Mayer is President of the Spine
Society of Europe and of the German Spine
Society. He is Honorary Professor of

Neurosurgery at the Paracelcus Private Medical School in Salzburg
and since 1998 has served as Medical Director of the Orthocenter,

Munich. He also heads the Spine Centre, Munich. Professor
Mayer is member of the International Society for the Study of the
Lumbar Spine, the German Orthopaedic Association, and is a
founding member of the Spine Arthroplasty Society. Professor
Mayer has authored and co-authored over 130 scientific papers. ■

H  M i c h a e l  M a y e r
President, Spine Society of Europe
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Eiwind Witsø is the Vice President of the European Bone and Joint
Infection Society. He is a general surgeon and consultant
orthopaedic surgeon at the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, St.
Olavs University Hospital, Trondheim, Norway, where he has also
served as Head of Orthopaedic Infection Unit since 1996. He is an
Associate Professor in the Faculty of Medicine at the Norwegian
University of Science and Technology. Professor Witsø is a

member of numerous associations and
professional bodies, and served as President,
Norwegian Orthopaedic Society between
2003 and 2005. He also served as a board member of the Nordic
Orthopaedic Federation over the same period. Professor Witsø was
also a member of the The International Working Group of the
Diabetic Foot, 1999–2006.■

E iw i n d  W i t s ø
Vice President, European Bone and Joint Infection Society
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Beat Simmen is Chairman of Upper Extremity Surgery and Hand
Surgery, Schultheses Klinik, Zurich, Switzerland. He is also
immediate Past President of the European Rheumatoid Arthritis
Surgical Society. Since 1995 he has served as Consultant
Orthopaedic Surgeon at the Department of Rheumatology,
University of Zurich. From 1989 to 1995 Professor Simmen was

Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon for
Congenital Disorders of the Upper
Extremity at University Children’s
Hospital, Basel. Professor Simmen also serves on the Arthritis
Committee for the International Federation of Societies for
Surgery of the Hand. ■

B e a t  S immen
Vice President, European Rheumatoid Arthritis Surgical Society

Victor Nicholas Cassar-Pullicino is the immediate Past President of
the European Society of Musculoskeletal Radiology. He is currently
a Consultant Radiologist at The Robert Jones & Agnes Hunt
Orthopaedic Hospital, Oswestry, United Kingdom, where he also
serves as Clinical Director of Diagnostic Services. Dr Cassar-Pullicino

is a member of many societies, including
the International Skeletal Society and the
European Society of Skeletal Radiology.
He has contributed to 26 original peer-reviewed publications
within the last five years, as well as seven book chapters. ■

V i c t o r  N i c h o l a s  C a s s a r - P u l l i c i n o
Past President, European Society of Musculoskeletal Radiology

Wolhart Pulh is President of the European Federation of National
Associations of Orthopaedics and Traumatology for 2006–2007.
He is also Chairman of the Department of Special Orthopaedic
Surgery, Klinik Oberstdorf, Germany. From 1984 to 2003
Professor Puhl served as Chairman, Department of Orthopaedic

Surgery, Faculty University, and also
Medical Director, Rehabilitation Hospital
and Spinal Injury Centre, Ulm, Germany.
Professor Puhl graduated in 1964 from University of Marburg,
Freiburg. He has contributed to over 300 papers and books. ■

Wo l f h a r t  P u h l
President, European Federation of National Associations of Orthopaedics and Traumatology

Helmut W Minne is Chairman, Committee of National
Societies, International Osteoporosis Foundation. He is also
Head of the Clinic Der Furstenhof at Bad Pyrmont, a position
he has held since 1991. Previously, he studied internal medicine
and clinical endocrinology at the Department of Internal
Medicine of the University of Ulm between 1970 and 1977.

Professor Minne is a founding member of
the German Menopause Society. He is
also a member of the German Society for
Internal Medicine, the International Menopause Society, and is
a member of the board of governance of the International
Osteoporosis Foundation. ■

He lmu t  W  M i n n e
Chairman, Committee of National Societies, International Osteoporosis Foundation
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