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long-term kidney and liver preservation.

Some clinical studies have questioned the efficacy of
HTK solution for use in the ideally harvested and
non-ideally harvested kidney.'"'? The extra margin
of safety given by long-term organ preservation with
UW should provide surgeons with a degree of
assurance that if organs could not be transplanted
within a short preservation time, the longer times
would be well tolerated in most cases. Furthermore,
the quality of organs preserved with UW continues
to be excellent.

Lastly, HTK purports greater cost savings than UW.
The average wholesale price (AWP) for UW
solution is US$282 per litre and the AWP for HTK
is US$211 per litre. However, since HTK is less
viscous than UW solution, HTK requires more
volume than UW in order to completely flush the
extracellular space and maintain equilibration of the
preservation solution throughout the organ, thereby

minimising any savings.

In a study of 60 human liver transplants comparing
preservation with UW and HTK, the preservation
costs were equivalent due to the increased volume
requirements for HTK.?" Also, in a randomised study
of 711 kidney donors, the recommended volume for
the in situ flush-out was 5,000ml to 6,000ml for
HTK, 4,000ml for EC and 1,000ml to 2,000ml for
UW.# In addition, the product labelling for HTK
indicates that as a general rule, eight to 12 litres of
HTK at 2°C to 4°C should be perfused (about 300ml
per kg of body weight) versus the product labelling
for UW, which indicates using four to six litres for
the same procedure.?!??

The question of which solution to use is a
controversial question for some transplant centres.
For short-term preservation and with a highly skilled
team for organ procurement and surgery many
solutions will give similar results. However, UW
continues to be the state-of-the-art preservation
solution, continues to be widely used in the USA
and produces outstanding results. M
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